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received sufficiently early to allow of its successful applica-
tion. One of the best and most effective methods not only
of mitigating plague incidence but also of diminishing its
mortality when an epidemic is in progress was found to be
inoculation. With regard to rat destruction, on account of
’the favourable results obtained it was pursued with vigour.
<Captain G. 1. Davys, I.M.S., at Amritsur reports that out of
18 well-authenticated centres of endemic plague no case of
,plague occurred in 11 where rat destruction was thoroughly
carried out. Amongst the other diseases noted we find that
dysentery and diarrhoea accounted for a mortality of 0’ 87
per 1000, as against 0  68 in the previous year. The report
concludes with an account of the sanitary work executed
curing the year, with some general remarks and with the
usual statistics. We are glad to note here the free dis-
tribution of quinine by means of the vaccinators and other
,officials in the country districts.

MEDICINE AND THE LAW.

Jamaica Rum and Demerara Rum
Messrs. J. H. Graham and Co., spirit merchants, were

- convicted recently at Newcastle and fined ;E5 with ;E20 costs
at the instance of the Jamaica Government for selling a pint
of spirit labelled "Jamaica rum which was, in fact, rum
from Demerara. The defendants pleaded guilty and excused
themselves on the ground that little distinction was drawn
in the north of England between Jamaica rum and the
Demerara spirit and also that as only the price of the latter
was charged the public was not defrauded. No doubt those
interested in the trade of Jamaica instituted the prosecution
with fall cognisance of these facts and with the intention
that the distinction between Jamaica rum and cheaper
liquor of inferior quality should be brought to the attention
-of north country purchasers who can still buy Demerara rum
- under that title should they prefer it.

Exemplary Sentence on a Milk Dealer.
Considerable satisfaction must have been felt by those

responsible for the recent conviction of a man named Joseph
Winchester at Feltham who was charged with selling as milk
machine-skimmed milk to which had been added, according
to the analysis of two samples taken, 6 per cent. and

3 per cent. of water. He was charged with his brother
George who when the inspector called his attention to
the fact that the two cans from which he was asking for
samples contained milk of different colour suggested that the
cow in the case of one of them had been fed on butter-
cups." There were no previous convictions against George
Winchester, however, and his explanation that he was only
acting for his brother Joseph, who was the owner of the
’business, contributed to his being punished by a fine of &pound;1 
’only with costs. When, however, the bench came to deal
with the case of Joseph the county inspector, Mr. Walter
Tyler, laid before them a list of his previous convictions in
various places since 1894 which had been punished by fines
of 9s., 6d., .62, .61, .65, .69 3s., &pound;20, .f.25, and &pound;100; the
total, with costs, amounting to nearly P, 170. Attention may
the called to the trivial penalties of 9s. and of 6d. inflicted
- on the first two convictions, which certainly did not act as
.a deterrent from what must have been a profitable form of
fraud to a man who has now been sent to prison with hard
; labour for three months.

Death from Eating Chromate of Potassium.
An inquest was held recently at the City coroner’s court

upon a girl, aged 15 years, who had died as the result of
eating a piece of chromate of potassium under the impres-
sion that it was a form of sweatmeat. Dr. F. J. Waldo in
commenting on the fact that chromate of potassium is not
subject to regulation as a scheduled poison, contrasted the
ease with which a child might purchase it with the precau-
tions which would surround the sale of a pint of beer to the
-same young person. There are, no doubt, some chemical
substances which would be less likely to do injury to children
or ignorant adults if they were always sold retail under labels
showing them to be poisonous or even unwholesome.
Claildren especially are not so wary as their seniors of trying
experiments with anything that may turn out to be

palatable, and photography, electricity, and other scientific
mysteries of their parents’ childhood supply the common
,plaything of the child of to-day. Young people, moreover

1. (and even their elders), although they may have some know-
y ledge of the substances which they are handling, may yet
s be careless in the matter of leaving them about, and may be
e rendered less so if they are reminded of their qualities.
f Mr. Troutbeeck on Deaths under An&aelig;sthetics.

f At a recent inquest at Westminster it was proved that the
f deceased, a boy, aged 13 years, had died while under.

/’ going an operation under an anmsthetic in the Hospital
t for Diseases of the Throat, Golden-square, and the

7 jury, after returning a verdict of "Accidental death,"
 added the expression of their opinion that proper care

. had been taken by the authorities of the hospital. We
, have no doubt that this opinion was perfectly correct and
: those responsible for the administration of the an&aelig;sthetic in
. the case in question were without blame for the death into
’ 

which the jury were summoned to inquire. We certainly,
however, should not have regarded the opinion of such a
tribunal as in any way conclusive had it been adverse and we
do not concur in observations made to the jury by the
coroner, Mr. John Troutbeck, upon the subject. He
is reported to have referred to the very important subject
of the administration of anaesthetics and of the deaths
which take place under them and to have told the
jury, no doubt correctly, that it was their function to

satisfy themselves as to whether the cases inquired into
were treated by persons possessing the requisite amount of
skill and whether death occurred in spite of the due exercise
of that skill. He then pointed out that the principal
evidence on such occasions was that of the persons into
whose conduct inquiry was being held (i.e., the medical
men respectively administering the anaesthetic and perform-
ing the operation) and referred to post-mortem examination
conducted by an independent witness, not connected with
any hospital or with its medical staff, as the only check that
could be had upon the conduct and evidence of the medical
witnesses directly connected with the case. He admitted
that the evidence of the latter was the more strictly valuable
and that consequently the check was not a very effective
one. With the opinion thus expressed, if we have summar-
ised it correctly, we do not agree. The post-mortem examina-
tion held in such cases as those described will prove, or

will corroborate other evidence with regard to, the physical
conditions which led to the death of the patient. It cannot

prove what was the conduct of the anxsthetist or of the
surgeon during the period preceding the death apart from,
or in contradiction of, their evidence, unless we assume that
evidence to have been deliberately perjured and clumsily
invented. They must remain the only witnesses as to what
their acts or omissions may have been, and as members of an
honourable profession they will give that evidence truly,
even though in conceivable cases it may tend to convict them
of error. The hardship to which they have to submit is that
they must appear as witnesses before a jury of laymen who
-- .LT- - _____.__m _E ----- ___ ___u _-___ --11 _..:J____L..:I 7__.___
in the majority of cases are not even well-educated laymen.

A Medical Man’s Motor.car in Collision. 
-

An action in the Chepstow county court recently ended
in a verdict for the plaintiff, Mr. C. Corben, for &pound;16 in
respect of damage done to his motor-car by another owned
by Mr. R. G. Harding, and it would appear to be a matter of
congratulation for the plaintiff that the injuries were

inflicted upon his car only and were not of a more serious
and personal character. The evidence showed that he was
being driven to a patient’s house and that as his car was issuing
at a pace of between four and five miles an hour from a narrow
side lane into a main road his driver sounded his horn, but
that at the same moment the defendant’s car, proceeding to
the railway station to meet a train, for which purpose it was
late, was coming along the middle of the road and was being
driven at between eight and 12 miles an hour, in itself not
an excessive rate of speed. The proof as to which car ran
into the other, so far as it was independent of the evidence of
eye witnesses, was established by the marks on the plaintiff’s
car, and the considerable damage done to that of the
defendant was shown to have accrued after the impact
when it became unmanageable and ran into walls, first on the
one side of the road and then on the other. That this should
have occurred at the point of collision shows that it was a
place calling for the exercise of great caution and it is
therefore not surprising that the dearth of signposts in
Monmouthshire was commented upon unfavourably in the
course of the case. Their effect in calling attention to "blind"
corners round which vehicles may emerge unexpectedly is one
which deserves the special attention of all local authorities
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as motor traffic increases. n will be observed with satis-
faction that the medical man was not held to have been to
blame in any way for an accident which, as has been

observed, might have been a very serious one for him.
Medical practitioners in the exercise of their calling are
likely at any time to find themselves urged to travel as

rapidly as possible from point to point. Apart from the use
of motor-cars, they have sometimes exposed themselves
to censure for driving too fast, for using short cuts and
bridle paths the dedication of which to public use has not
been established, for riding their bicycles on footpaths, for
trying to have public tramway cars stopped for their con-
venience at the nearest possible point to their patients’ houses,
and for asserting in other ways claims to privileges which
they do not possess. All reasonable indulgence will no
doubt be extended to any medical man hurrying to a

patient’s bedside when it is probably a case of "life or
death" dependent upon his early arrival, but even this
degree of urgency can confer upon him no right to imperil
the lives or even the property of his fellow citizens, and the
motor-car is so dangerous an engine when driven incautiously
that nothing can justify departure from the rules that make
for safety in using it. Mr. Corben, however, emerged with
credit to himself and to his servant from a trial in which a
counter-claim for heavier damages than he obtained for
himself was made against him unsuccessfully, on the ground
that his driver had been in the wrong.

LYNN THOMAS AND SKYRME FUND.

THE following subscriptions have been received between
April 17th and April 24th by Mr. William Sheen, M.S. Lond.,
F,R.C.S. Eng. (2, St. Andrew’s-crescent, Cardiff), honorary
secretary to the fund.

Subscriber of Five Guineas.
South Eastern (Ireland) Branch B.M.A., per P. Murphy.

THE NEW GALLERY.

THE twenty.first summer exhibition of the New Gallery
was opened to the public on April 25th. The tendency of the
exhibition is apparently year by year to devote a greater
space to the arts and crafts-in the ’sense, that is to say, of
jewellery, metal work, enamel, embroidery, and like applica-
tions of the handicrafts. Let us first consider the sculpture
that is exhibited in the Central Hall, in which by far the most
prominent piece in every respect is No. 307, "Adrift," by
Mr. John Cassidy, a striking achievement in the nude which
presents many features of anatomical excellence. The group
is of a family adrift upon a raft and is composed of father,
mother, and three children, a girl of about 15, a boy a year or
two younger, and a male infant whom the mother clasps
anxiously; the father stands up, waving a piece of sail to
attract attention, and his commanding figure forms the apex
of the group in a manner which suggests that upon him
depend the fortunes of the family. A point upon which
Mr. Cassidy is to be congratulated is that the mother and
daughter are not merely two nude female figures of different
sizes ; that of the mother is the figure of a woman who has
borne and nursed children, a point obvious to medical men,
whilst the figure of the daughter, although the development
of the breasts show her to have attained puberty, yet
accurately presents the anatomy of a young girl. Another

piece of sculpture which we can commend is No. 303, Mr.
Conrad Dressler’s bust of Sir William Crookes. No. 320,
Messrs. Morris’s tapestry, from a design by the late Sir E.
Burne-Jones, is a noteworthy piece of work, both as to colour
and execution, whilst Nos. 321 and 322, exhibits of jewellery
by M. Lalique and M. Lucien Galliard, are well worth study.
Of the pictures the most interesting to medical men is
perhaps No. 242, the careful portrait of Mrs. Scharlieb,
M.D., M.S., by Mr. Hugh Riviere. Another medical portrait,
that of Dr. Alfred Wolff (No. 28), has been simply and
effectively painted by Mr. Harold Speed. There are three
portraits which stand out pre-eminent above the others,
and we mention them in their order of excellence.
First comes No. 239, Sir George Reid’s dignified and
strong presentment of Lord Halsbury. Next we should
place No. 262, the Lady Constance Stewart of Mr.
W. D. von Glehn, a portrait of incisive originality, and
approaching to it, from the point of view of cleverness,
is No. 125, a portrait of Miss Lewis by Mr. Sargent, a
notable study in blues and greys. Other interesting portraits
are Mr. Shannon’s Mrs. Buckley (No. 226), Mr. Labery’s
Mrs. McEwen, Mr. George’s Henry’s Marchioness of Tulli-
bardine (No. 218), and No. 145, Mr. John Collier’s "Joan
and Cyrus." With regard to the subject pictures, the two
which will attract most attention are No. 223, 11 The

Rajah’s Birthday," by Mr. Frank Brangwyn, and No. 256,
"Tom-tom Players, Ceylon," by Mr. E. A. Hornell. They
both handle broad effects of strong tropical light and shade
in a masterly manner, and whatever may be thought of their
respective merits there can be no doubt that Mr. Brangwyn’s
work affords the more daring conception of the two. As a
contrast in effect, though equally striking in execution, i&
No. 120, "The Monastery," by Mr. S. Melton Fisher, a
picture which shows the quality of imagination. In the
balcony are exhibited numerous examples of handicraft and
applied art, among which may be specially mentioned
No. 325, silver work, by Miss Florence Steele, and No. 327,
the silver and shagreen work of Mr. Paul Cooper. Various
cases of jewellery are exhibited which are well worth study ;
in one instance the artist appears to have derived inspira-
tion from a careful study of the decorative features of the
valentine" of the mid-Victorian era.

WEST LONDON POST-GRADUATE COLLEGE.-The
summer session will commence at the West London Hos-
pital, where prospectus and syllabus of the course can be
obtained from the Dean, on Monday, May llth. The follow-
ing arrangements have been made for the opening week :-
Daily, 2 P.M., Medical and Surgical Clinics; X Rays.
2.30 P.M., Operations. ’Monday and Thursday, 2 P.M., Mr.
H. P. Dunn, Diseases of the Eyes. Tuesday and Friday,

, 10 A.M., Dr. J. A. M. Moullin, Gynaecological Operations; 
2.15 P.M., Dr. H. J. Davis, Diseases of the Throat, Nose, and
Ear; 2.30 P.M., Dr. P. S. Abraham, Diseases of the Skin.
Wednesday and Saturday, 10 A.M., Dr. E. A. Saunders,

, Diseases of Children; 2 P.M., Dr. K. Scott, Diseases of the-
Eyes ; 2.30 P.M., Dr. G. D. Robinson, Diseases of Women.


